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ABSTRACT 

This report provides information on the aca^leaic 
progress of the 26, 7U2 students who transferred from a Florida 
community college and were enrolled in one of the universities of tjie 
Florida State O^'iversity System during fall 1973. It follows a 
similar study of cotomanity college transfers in fall 1971. Data 
presented ?ire pertinent to three ^^neral areas: (1) transfer student 
characteristics (sex, race, age, year of university entrance, number 
of quarter hours tranisf erred, pre/sent class status, county of 
residence, community college attended, and university attended!; (2) 
academic performance of community college transfer students^ 
^university grade point averages,^ comparisons of grade poin't averages 
attained in universities by students transferring prior to or after 
earning 90 quarter hours or more in the community college, and grade 
point averages of transfer students by major and university) ; (3) 
relationship between Florida Twelfth Grade Tfest scores and university 
grade point averages of transfer students. Appended is a brief report 
Qn the academic success of students of community college origin in 
post-baccalaurea-jte studies. (DC) ^ • ^ ^ 
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. . FOREWORD 

r 

A major function of Florida's public community colleges is to provide • 
curricula comparable to those found in the lower divisions of institutions 
in the university sys^tem. Consequently, the community col leges and the, 
Div^isfon of Community Colleges are concerned about the academic progress of 
those students transferring to the state universities. ^ 

The Articulation Agreement (l^^Tl) between the J)ivJsion of Coninunity 

Colleges and the Division of Universities provides for the encouragement of 

research conducted cooperatively by tfiese two di>(isions. The following . 

report Is the result of such a research project designed to provide informa-r 

tion on the progress of transfer students. This study would not have been 

> 

possible without the full support and cooperation ^of the Board of Regents 
and the? nine universSities in the State University System- 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I 

\^ This study was conducted by the Florida Conmunity/Junior College Inter- 
Institutional Research Council, Institute of Higher Education, University of 
Florida, under contract with the Division of Coimiunity Colleges, State Depart- 
ment ^f Education. The Director of the Division of eoimiunity Colleges and 
his staff provided assistance in developing the format for Vesentation of 
these data, in intbrpreting results, and in the preparation of this report. 

Dr. A. A. Abraham, Director of Test Service Bureau, Florida ^ & If 
University (FAMU), wrote andbprovided the section in this report on transfer 
students at FAMU._ 

The Division of Universities of the Florida State Board of Education 
permitted access t^ its Student Data Course File, the primary data spurge. 
Also, thanks are due each university participating in the study for providing 
copies of its students' grade files. 



Dr. John M. Nickens 
' Associate Director, IRC 

U Dr. James L. Wattenbarger 

Director, IHE 



4 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

/ 

r • I 

FORB^ORD iii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS . , < . . . . v 

LIST OF TABLES . . . - . . . T . . ix 

INTRODUCTION . ' 'l 

METHOD .".../ . .f . . 2 

GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS OF STUDENT. CHARACTERISTICS. ... 4 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF COfWUNITY .COLLEGE TRANSFER STUDENTS. . . . ' 21 

FLORIDA TWELFTH GRADE TEST SCORES AND ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE 

OF TRANSFER STUDENTS 34 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 37 

APPENDIX A: TRANSFER STUDENtS; AT FLORIDA A & M UNIVERSITY .... 41 

APPENDIX B: 'ACADEMIC SUtCESS OF STUDENTS OF COMMUNITY 

COLLEGE ORIGIN IN POST-BACCALAUREATE STUDIES 51 

# ■ • 

/ 

Vi.i ' I 



LIST OF TABLES 



Classification of Fall 1971 and Fall 1973 Transfer 
Students by Sex and Senior Institution 

Classification of Transfer Students by Race and 
Senior Institution 

Classification of Transfer Students by Age and 
Senior Institu^"on • 

Classification of Transfer Students by Year of Entry 
and Senior Institution 

Classification of Transfer Students by Quarter Hours 
of Credit Transferred and University 

Classification of Transfer Students by Total Quarter 
Hours of Credit and University 

Classification of Transfer Students by Class Status 
and University 

Classification of Community^ollegfe Transfer Students 
by County and University 

Classification of Transfer Students by foirmunity College 
and University 

Classification of Transfer Students by Grade-Point 
Average and University 

Comparison of Grade Point Average Attained in 
Universities of Students Transferring Prior to Earning 
90 Quarter Hours and Students Transferring After 
ETarnlng 90 Quarter Hours or More 

Mean Grade Point Averages (GPA) Attained in Universities 
by Community College Transfer Students by Community 
College of Origin and University of Attendance 

Numbers and Achievement of Conmunity College Transfer 
Students by Major and -Uai vers ity 

Mean GPA and Mean FTGT Score of Transfer Students by 
University of Attendance 

Distribution of FAMU's State 1973-74 AA Transfers, 
Based on Junior College Origin and Sex 

( 



> 



LIST OF TABLES (Continued) 



TABLE 
A-2 



A-3 
A-^4 
B-1 
B-2 

B-3 

B-4 



PAGE 



Distribution of FAMU's State 1973-74 AA Transfei^s, 

Based on Sex and GPA 45 

Distribution of FAMU's State 1973-74 AA Transfers, ^ 
Based on Grade-Point Averages and Hours Earned at FAMU 45 

Distribution of FAMU's State 1973-74 AA Transfers, 4 

Based bx\ Junior College Origin and GPA - |^ 47 

Classification*of Post-Baccalaureate Students of 

Community College Origin by Sex and Senior Institution ' 54 

Classification of Post-Baccalaureate Students of 

Community College Origin by Grade-Point Average and^ 

Senior Institution 55 

Classification of Post-Baccalaureate Students of 

ComnMJnity College Origin by Community College of , 

Origin and Senior Institution k 56 

Number of Post-Baccalaureate Students of Community 

College Origin Enrolled in SUS ' - 1 57 



ERIC 



xi 



INTRODUCTION , ^ 

In 1973, the Florida State Department of Education published Articu- 
lation 1973 . ' This was a report of a comprehensive study of students en- 
- rolled in the universities of the Florida State Ui^fversity System who had 
attended Florida community/col leges previously. This study, conducted >y 
the Florida Community/ JunVpr College Inter-Institqtional Research Council 
(IRC) under contre^ct through the Division of Community Colleges provided 

(a) a general description of transfer student characteristics such 
as age, sex, major and racef 

(b) B determination of the relationship of test scores and academic 
/• performance of transfer students, 

(c) analyses of academic perfdormance of community college transfer 
students by major and Comnunity college of origin, 

(d) information on retention of transfer students in each of the 
universities, and 

(e) numbers of transfer students in post-baccalaureate programs and 
their academic success. 

The data base for the 1973 study included Florida community college 
^transfer students enrolled in each university of the State University System 
(except FAMU) during the Fall of 1971. 



The Division of Community Colleges contracted with, ttie Institute of 
Higher Education, University of Florida, to conduct this study which is simila 
to Articulation 1973 but which uses community college transfer students en- 
rolled in the State University System during Fall 1973 as the data base. Also 
computer software necessary to produce the tables presented in this study was 
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included as a part of this contract to facilitate future feedback of these 
data to Florida Conmunity College^. 

At the time of this study, Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University 
(FAMU) had not developed its computerized reporting s^jstem to the"Bo<H:d of 
Regents and could not provide data on the same basis as the other universi sites 
in Florida. Therefore, a separate section, prepared by Dr. A« A. Abraham of 
FAMU, is included as an appendix to this report. 

^M^THOQ ' 

The Florida State Department of Education, Division of Universities, has 
recently imp]emented a management information system which includes a "Student 
Data Coarse File"i» a machine-processable data base built from reports submitted 
by the universities via magnetic tape. This data base provided the source for 
most of the data studied and presented in this report. However, this data 
base did not have grade point averages (GPA) for students.^ Thus it was 
necessary to secure a ^rade tape from each university and add grade point 
averages by^matching sotial security numbers on the tapes with social security 
numbers of students in the Student Data Course File. This was accomplished 
by^sing the Mark IV Systems. ^ 

After the file was complete, the Statistical Package for the Social 
Sciences (SPSS) programs were used to perform the data analyses. The li st- 
ir^ of these programs as well as examples of output are available in the 
Division of Community Colleges^ for additional information. 

The Division of Universities Student Data Course File was developed as 
a pax^t of its management information system. Thus the use of these data 

V 



as a souree of feedback to conmum'ty co-Tleges Is an extension of use for 
which the data were intended. The large number of cases with missing values 
in one or more elements may not be a problem when the data are used for the 
original purpose. However, a reduction in missing values will enhance the 
usefulness of the data as a feedback source to the community colleges. Speci- 
fically, some of the universities lose community college of origin codes from 
their data systems as students drop out and are readmitted.- Further, when 
students change from uridefgraduate status to graduate status some universities, 
fail to keep this data element.. Thus, a brealcout of data of students of 
community college origin will not include these students. The percent of ' 
missing codes for undergraduate students is thought to be vel^y small, but for 
graljuate students the percent of missing codas was so large 'that no meaniri^fiJl 
system-wide inference^ concerning graduate students with community college 
experience could be made. For this reason a section of this report, "Academic 
Success of Students of Community College Origin in Post-Baccalaureate Studies" 
has been included in Appendix B as evidence of needed effort to make the data 
more useful for feedback purposes. ^ 




GENERAL DESCRIPTrONS OF STUDENT CHARACTERISJICS • « 

In the Fall of 1973, there were 26,742 undergraduate and graduate trans- 
fer stuclents from FTorida's jcommunity colleges enrolled in the State University 
System (SUS). This is a 36% increase over the Fall 1971 enrollment. It 
should be noted that two universities have opened since the 1971 study. 

.. Table 1 shows the numbers of students by sex from Florida community 
colleges enrolled 1n eight universities. , It can be observed from this table 
that The University of Florida (UF) had the highest percentage {22%) of the 
total community college transfer population. The University of South Florida 
(.USF) had the second highest percentage (18^), and The Florida State University 
.(FSU) had the thi^d highest with 17%. Florida Atlantic University (FAU) and 
Florida International University (FIU) each had 10%. Florida Technological 
University (FTU) and The University of West Florida (UWF) had 9% each, and The 
University of North Florida (UNF) had S%. 

Female community college transfer students in the SUS comprised 39% of 
the total. The comparable percentage in 1971 was 36. When viewed by university, 
UF had Wie smallest percentage of, its transfer students female (35%), an 
increase of 2% since 1971. FSU had the largest percentage (45%) of Female 
transfer students, an increase of 3% over 1971 figures. Other universities 
also, had increases in the percentage of females with FTU having the greatest ^ 
increase (31% to 38%). 
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Table 2 shows the^}Jiimbli:^of transf^^ students by race at each of the 
eight universities. Black students accounted for 4.6% of the total conmunity 
college transfer population and 2.4% of the total- were classified as Spanish/ 
the numbers of Indian and Oriental transfer students were 29 (.1%) and 73 (.3%), 
respectively. • / 

FSU had the largest number of mack transfer students (246) of the eight 
universities, but of its total transfer students this was a lower percentage 
(5.4%) than that of FIU and UNF (6.6% each). 

Stance the racial d^ta for the 1971 study were not reliable, these^data 
were not compared to the 1973 data. 

Table 3 .shows the numbers of community college transfer students by age 
and u|iiversity. It can be observed that the modal age is 21 for the SUS as a 
whole, as well as for e?ch university. The median ^ige is between 21 and 22, 
the same as it was in 1971. It can also be observed that there continued to 
be a large' number of community college transfer students considerable older 
than trte mode. . . 

The mean age of all community college transfer students was 25 years 
and except for the UF and FSU there was little variance among universities. 
UF and FSU had mean ages of 23 and 22 years, respectively. 

Table 4 shows the year of first entry to each university of its enrolled 
communifty college transfer students. 

Ft can be observed that numerous students first enrolled several years 
priori to Fall 1973. This enrollment pattern, particularly apparent at UF and 
USF, h^s been noted in community colleges. Perhaps, as in community colleges, 
many of these students work while attending collegk^thu^^ prolonging their 
attendance. 
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Numbers of student& by qbarter hours transferred to each university 
are shown in Table 5. The majority jof coninunity college transfer students 
who entered the SUS broughii between 90 and 104 quartegr hours of acceptable 
credit. This suggests that most have completed their associate degree and 
thus meets the conditions for transferring under the state's articulation 
plan. 

The large numbers of unclassified students in some of the universities 
may be* due to the failure of the universities to evaluate these students' 
credits by the time of reporting these data to the SUS. 

In 1971 , 80% of FTU's community college transfer st^ents had less than 
90 credits accepted from the coirtnunity college. It was suggested that this 
large percentage resulted from, the institution's opening with a lower divi- 
sion in 1971, which attracted conmunity college students in the area prior 
to the normal transfer level of 90 credits. This suggestion could not be 
verified by 1973 data since the majority of FTU's transfer students were un- 
classified due to missing data. ^ 

Table 6 shows the totals of numbers of quarter ^hours of accepted commu- 
nity college credits and credits earned in thie universities. It was. of in- 
terest to note from this liable the number of transfer students who amassed 
credits in excess of the minimum required fo^r the baccalaureate degree. 
Approximately 180 credit hours are usually required for graduation from the 
universities depending on whether physical education credits are counted. 
The SUS had a decrease in the percentage of community college transfer s^dents 
exceeding the usual graduation requireme'nt from 13% in 1971 to 10% in 1973. 
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Table 7 shows the student class standing assigned the coninunlty college 
transfer students by the universities on completion of the Fall 1973 term. 
While the freshman, sophomore, junior, and senior categories reflect fairly 
accurate data, the other categories are less complete due to loss" of data 
by universities when students drop out and ai^e readmitted. USF and UNF 
were the only universities where the numbers of transfer. students with 
graduate status in the student class field were consistant with that 
reported in the beginning and advanced gracluate field (see Table B-1). 

The number of juniors of community college origin in SUS increased 
from 8,527 in 1971 to 11,723 in 1973, while the number of seniors 
declined from 8,344 in 1971 to 8,052 in 1973. 

Table 8 indicates the counties of origin of community college trans- 
fer students for. each university. The tendency noted in 1971 for transfer 
students from community colleges .to enroll in senior institutions located 
nearest their homes continued in 1973. This can be observed in these 
data by totaling the number 5f_community college transfers attending the 
university located nearest to their county and comparing it to the 
number attending other universities in the state system. For example, 
75% of the SUS transfer population from Alachua; Bradford, Union, 
Gilchrist, Dixie, Levy, Marion, Putnam, Clay, Sumter, and Lake counties 
attended UF. Approximately 60% of the total SUS community college 
transfer population from Hillsborough, Pinellas, Manatee, Sarasota, Hardee, 
Polk, and Citrus counties were enrolled in USF. Eighty percent of the 
SUS transfer population from Escambia, Santa «osa, and Okaloosa counties 
were enrolled at UWF. Again, 74% of SUS transfer population from Leon, 
Wakulla, Jefferson, Madison, Taylor, Hamilton, Suwannee, Lafayette, Liberty, 
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Calhoun, Jackson, and ^Gadsden counties attended FSU. The trend" H so held 
for FAD, where 52% of the SUS transfer population from Palm Beach, Hartin,- 
St. Lucie, Indian Riv£r, Broward, Okeechobee, Henry and Collier counties , 

B 

were enrolled. FTU was selected by 48% of the SUS -transfer population of 

i 

Brevard, Orange, Seminole, Osceola, Polk, Lake, and Volusia cbunties. 

Sixty-one percent of the SUS transfer population frorti Duval, Nassau, Clay, 

0- 

St. Johns, and Baker counties enrolled at UNF. The lowest percentage 
was cHser!|^ at FIU where only 38% of the SUS total community college 
transfer population was from Dade and Broward counties. Nearly 50515 
of the total SUS transfer population of Dade County selected a university 

vy 

outside of their county. 

Table 9 shows the number of transfer students by community college 
of origin for each university. From the table, l/ can be detmnined thai 
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each university of the SUS tends to attract more students from nl 

/ 

community colleges than from others. 

Of the 27 community colleges represented in the data, 17 had transf' 
students in all of the 8 universities. However, the numbers of s 
varied considerably with the nearer universities receiving theylarger 
proportions. For example, Hillsborough Community College (HffC) had 978 
of their 1,041 enrolled transfer students (94%) enrolled at U5f^-^dn thfe 
other hand, Florida Keys Community College (FKCC), Lake City Community 
College (LCCC), and Edison Community College (ECC) transfer students 
were so widely dispersed that no definite preference pattern was obvious. 
Thus a prominent factor in choosing a university is the proximity of the 
universityjH 

The largest percentage of UF's transfer students were from Miami -Dade 
Community College (MDCC) and Santa Fe Comnunity College (SFCC). FSU's 

2u 

h9 



- - , ■ '■ ■ , ■■ • A.. ■ 

largest percentage came from Mi ami -Dade Community College (MDCC) and 
Tallahassee Community College (ICC). USF drew its largest percentage 
from St; Petersburg Junior College (SPJC). Broward Community College (BRO CC), 
MDCC, and Palm Bfeach Junior College (PBJC) comprised the largest percer^ges 
of the transfer students at FAU. FTU drew most of rfcsj:tfansfer students 
from four .community colleges - - Brevard Conmunity College (BRE CC), Daytona 
Beach Conmunity College (DBCC), Seminole Junior College (SJC), and Valencia 
Community College' (VCC)'. At UWF, 5456 of the cojwnunity college transfer 
students caipe froni Pensacola Junilt* College (PJC).' The largest source of 
transfer students at any one university was the FIU's 92.6% received from 
MDCC. At UNF, 83.4% of the transfer students were from Florida Junior 
College (FJC). These percentages tended to be high when both the university 
and the community college were in the samexounty. 




/ 
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ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE TRANSFER STUDENTS 

Table 10 shows the Fall 1973 cumulative grade point averages 
attained by studejnts' who transferred froin community colleges to the 
state universities^ At all F^lorida universities, students who maintain 
a'2.00 of higher grade point average are considered to be in good dcademic 
standing. In 1971, 8455 of the transfer students of coimiunity college origin 
had grade point averages of 2.00 or higher. In 1973, there was an increase 
in thi^s^oup.as 86% of the ti^ansfer students had 2.00 or higher-grade point 
averages. ' 

The percentage of students who had less than, a 2.00 average varied 
across universfUes. UF had the highest percentage (19.6%) of such students. 
FTU ranked second with 15.8%, FSU third with 13.8%, and UNF a close fourth 
with 13^1%. USF and FAU^ad 11 and 9.9 percent respectively.' UWF had 
the lowest percentage (4.9%) of any of these universities. ' 

Table 11 indicated university grade point averages attained by 
students transferring prior to earning 90 quarter hours (prior group) and . 
students transferring after earning 90 quarter hours or more. (after group). 
These figures are of particular interest sfnce students who transfer 
prior to earning gQTquarter hours, typically- are rsquireti to have a score 
of 300 or higher pn the Florida Twelfth Grade Placement Test while Students 
reabhing junior staffing or jittaining the A.A. degree may be admitted with- 
out reference to their Florida Twelfth Grade Test scores. 

In the case of the SUS, the mean grade point averages (GPA) attained 
by the prior group and after group were very similar (2.69 and 2.79, respec- 
tively). This may be surprising in view of the additional screening of 
students who'transfer prior to earning 90 quarter hour credits. 

' - ■ 28 
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There Wias very little variance in these comfiarisons in the SUS among 

i 

community colleges of origin. Also, comparisons of these GPA's showe^ little 
variance among universities. 

Table 12 shows means of GPA's of community college transfer students 
by community college of origin and by university. In viewing these data, 
one should bear in mind tJfat numerous variables relate to the achievement , 
of transfgr students in the university other than their lower division pre*- 
paratlon. These variables include such thingsi as whether students have 
chosen a major appropriate to their interests and abilities, the extent of 
screening and counsel ing-^ that has taken place, in the community college of 
origin, and the extent to which students have completed lower division pre- 
requisite requirements. Therefore, H is not appropriate to infer that one 
community college is doing a better job than others in preparing students 
for the upper division simply because students from that community college 
maintained a higher grade point average than students from other community 
colleges. 

Table 13 shows the number of Florida community college transfer students 
by major (HEGIS program) at each of the universities, and for each major the 
table shows the percentage of students who have less than a 2.00 grade point 
average, .the percentage who have a 2.00 grade point average or higher, and J:he 
mean gr^e* point average. 

These data are presented for seven of the universities. Not included 
are flU-data as it does not compute GPA and FAMU as these are included in 
Appendix A because of format differences.. 

The University of Florida 

Of the total S,844 comnunity college transfer students enrolled at UF 
during \he Fall term, 1973, UF reported majors for 5,182. -Although transfer 
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students were enrolled in all but four majors (HEGIS categories), 60X of the 
students were enrolled in Education (784), Social Science (576), Engineering 
(460), Conmunications (394), Architecture (394), and Health Professions (392). 

The highest mean .GPA among the* majors was 3.08 for Library Science. 
Computer Science had the highest percentage 6f transfer students with 6PA*s 
less than 2.00 (40.7%) followed by Business (29.2«)> and Agriculture (28.0X). 
The overall mean GPA was 2.56. 

The%lorida state University . ' ' \ 

Of the total 4,541 community college transfer students enrolled at FSU 

during the Fall 1973 term, FSU reported majors for 3,758. 

In 1973, there were 4,541 cprnmunity college transfer students enrolled 

at FSU. Fifty-three percent of these students with reported majors were in 

fdur HEGIS categories (majors) - Easiness (732>, Education (1,974), Public 

Affairs (361), and Social Science (334). 

Witlj the exception of Law (a possible error in reporting) all the majors 

had over 80% of the transfer students attaining 2.00 or higher GPA's. Further, 

in 9 majors, 90% of the transfer studen^ts^^tained 2.00 averages or higher. 

One major. Foreign Language, had 100% of the transfer students attaining 

2.00 or higher GPA's. The overall mean GPA was 2.73. 

• 

The University of South Florida 

Of the 4,904 students of community coljege origin at USF, 3,484 had majors 
indicated In reported data. Of these 3,484 students, 70% were reported In 
five majors - - Business (731), Education (909), Biological Studies (229), 
Engineering (273), and Social Science (518). 

34 
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Bioteglcal Studies was the only major at USF in which rbf^than 16% 
of the transfer students enrolled fall«l, to attain a grade point average 
of 2.00 or higher. This major had 28.4X or 229 students with such an average. 

The mean grade point average o/all transfer students at USF was 2.79. 

The Uriiversitv of West .Florida 

The University of West Florida is an upper division university, and the 
conmunity junior colTete transfer enrollment of 2,509 comprises almost all of 
the university population. 

Of these 2,509 transfer students, UWF failed to report majors for only, 

Y ■ 

52. - 

As can be observed from Table 13,. majors chosen by 5955 of these students 
were Education (665), Business (579), and Social Sciences (247): Three other 
majors enrol led more than 100 students. 

Mean GPA's of 3.00 or higher were achieved in 10 of |6 majors and four 
other majors had mean GPA's 6f 2.90 or higher. Thus, 15 of the 16 majors 
offered at UWF had GPA's of 2.90 or higher, Further, the lowest mean GPA was 
a very high 2.82 in Coimiuni cations. 

The major with the highest percentage of students with less than a 2.00 
GPA vias Engineerijig, but this was only 10%. Education ^nd Business, with 
very large enrollments, also had very low percentages of transfer students 
with GPA's of less than 2.00 (6.8% and 3.2%, respectively). 

The mean GPA for all majors at UWF was 3.03. This was the highest mean 
GPA of all the universities. 
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Florida Technological University 

Of the 2,036 transfer students enrolled a^ FTU, majors were reported for 
2,034. Of these 2,034 students, B^l^ere found in two majors - - Business (510) 
and Education (508). Only three other majors enrolled more than 100 students 
each: Engineering, Public Affairs, and Social Sciences, 

The highest GPA^s were attained in Foreign Languages and Library Science 
(3.47 and 3.02, respectively). The lowest mean GPA was 2.22 in Biological 
Science. Eight majors had mean GPA's of 2.50 or higher. 

In each of eight majors 75% or more of the transfer students achieved 
a GPA of 2.00 or higher. Five programs had over 90% of their transfer students 
earning 2.00 or higher GPA's; The highest percentage of students earning 
less than 2.00 GPA's was 32.9% in Biological Studies. The mean grade point 
average for all FTU's community college transfer students was 2.61. 

Florida Atlantic University v 
Data on majors are presented for 2,777 of this upper division university's 
)tal of 2,781 transfer students. 

Business and Education were the selected majors of 55% of th^ transfer 
students. In addition, seven, other majors were selected by more than 100 
students each, with Social Science accounting for 248 students. 

The highest GPA's were recorded in three majors - - Education (3.00), 
Letters (3.01) and Mathematics (3.50) - - the lowest GPA being 2.56 in Engineering. 

Ten of the majors had 75% or more of their transfer students earning 2.00 
or greater. Three majors had 90% or more transfer students with GPA's of 2.00 
or higher. Only two majors. Engineering and Physical Science, had as many as 
24% of their students earning less than 2.00 GPA's. 

3:i a 

32 



The University of Hdrth Florida , , 

This upper division fnstltutior^, which opened Its doors In 1972, enrolled 

fewer transfer students than any of the SUS universities (except FAMU). Of 

1,468 transfer students, majors were reported for all but 84. 

The majors of Business, Education, and Social Sciences were most popular * 

(76X). Of the other majors, only Psychology enrolled over 100 students. 
' The mean GPA for UNF was 2.69.. TWo majors reported awan GPA's of over 

2.90. The lowest mean GPA was 2.38 In Mathaaiatlcs, the only GPA of less than 

2.50. " # 

A11 majors ha3~ at least 75X of the students earning GPA's of 2.00 or 

higher. Four majors had better than 90% of the transfer students earning 

GPA's of 2.00 or better. 
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FLORIDA TWELFTH GRADE TEST SCORES- 
AND 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF TRANSFER STUDENTS 



Table 14 shows a comparison of GPA means and the Florida Twelfth Grade 
Test score (FTGT) means of transfer students from'Florida comnunity colleges. 
Also shown in the table are correlations between GP.A's and FTGT's for each 

university. w » / 

From the table, it can, be observed that 2,14? students at the UF had 
their FTGT scores reported. The GPA mean was 2.51 and the FTGT mean was 353. 
The Pearson correlation between GPA and FTGT scores, although small, was the 
highest of the seven universities (0.295). The UF FTGT mean also wa-s the high- 
est ^of thdTS universities while the UF GPA ranked about the middle: 

FSU transfer students had a higlier GPA mean (2.67) than UF but a lower 
FTGT mean ;032). The Pearson correlation was only 6.268, but it was the 
second highest. 

At USF, the GPA mean was 2.26," which was the lowest among the universities 
The Pearson correlation, which was 0.157, was lower than^five of the other 
instit^ons. ' 

FAU had 518 transfer students reporting FTGT scores with a mean of 334. 
The transfer students' GPA was 2.87, the second highest reported. .The Pearson 
correlation was the lowest among the universities and was 0.118. 

VtU's GPA mean'was 2.53 and the FTGT mean y/as 333. The Pearson correla- 
tion between the two wis 0.184. 

UWF had the highest mean GPA of 2.98. The FTGT mean was 338, which was 
the second high^stT^ The Pearson correlation was 0,202, which ranked near the 
middle of the universities' correlations. 

FIU does not compute GPA's so the correlation could not' be compulsed. 
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TftBLE 14 , 

VEM GPA Pm MEli/i FKJr 30CS(E OF TRNHSFER STUDENTS BI UNXVERSITY OF A!mMffiNCE 



J 


U F 


FSU 


USF 


FAU j 




UWF . 


FlU 


UNF 


SUS 


Number ^ 
of' Cases 


21A9 


1823 

I— 


\ki\ - 


518 


437 


•661 


"550 


283 


7852 


GPA 
Mean 


2.51 


2.67 


2.26 


2.87 


2.53 


^ 2.98 




2.48 


2.57** 


Standard 
Deviation 


0.82 


0.83 


.1.21 


l.i»8 


0.82 


1.01 


1 


0.89 


0.97** 


FTGT 
Mean 


353 


332 


327 




333 


338 


-289 


313 


33ij** 


Standard 
Deviation 


91 


95 


98 


97 


95 


101 


112 


91 


96** 


Pear son 
Correlat ion 


.295 


.268 
1 ' 


.157 


.118 


.184 


,202 




.263^ 


.232** 



**weighted 
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However, the FTGT mean for their 550 students was 289, the lowest FTGT mean 
of the universities. . _ 

UNF had the fewest students with FTGT scores- The FTGT mean was 313 
and t»U 6PA mean was 2.48. The Pearson correlation was 0.263 which was the 
third highest of the universities. 

These data confirm previous research results reported in Articulation 
X373 in fi(i(iing low correlations between university CPA's and FTGT scores of 
community college transfer students^ 
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOWENDATIONS 

An examination of enrollment patterns of community college transfer 
students reveals a tendency for transfer students to choose the university 
nearest their community college or home county. Exceptions to this 
tendency are community college trayjlf^r students who have no university/ 
within conmuting distance of their home counties. The reason for this 
tendency might be that many students who complete the AA degree are often ^ 
able to continue their education at a university only whea the university 
is in close proximity to their homes. Further, the data suggest that 
many of these students may be working while attending the university. 
This is evidenced by the high mean ager^of community college transfer Students 
in universities that serve metropolitan areas. Also, the pattern of 
matriculation dates for many of J:hese students suggests that attendance 
has not been continuous in the university. Ways pf extending university 
opportunities will need careful consideration. 

Enrollment patterns in the various majors offered in the universities 
indicate that community college transfer students tend to choose Education 
or Business far more oft6n than any other major in each university with the 
exception of the University of Florida where Social Science enrolled a few 
more transfer students than did Business. 

With the exception of FAMU, the largest percentage of black students 
of community college origin in any of the universities was 6.6i. The lowest 
percentage was Z.6. The range in terms of numbers was 75 to 246. 

This variation in. the percentage of black students across universities 
indicates that some universities mav have been more successful than others In 
attracting black students. A special study that would explain this 
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may be of, considerable value to some of the universities. The study 

'J 

should take into account variables such as major, geography, and traditional 
attendance patterns. / 

Data on the' enrollment of^ community college transfer students by sex 
indicate that the percentage of female students in attendance has increased 
since 1971. However, the percentage of female transfer students in the 
university system during Eall 1973 was still only 39.2. This, taken with 
the^rend toward an increased, percentage of female students implies that 
female citizens shouMT)e attending the State University System in far 
greater numbers thanvjji the past. The universities may want to take this, 
into account in planning for future enrollment. 

Community college transfer^ students tend to be successful in most 
majors in all the universities.. However, there are some majors where the 
percentage of students who fail to attain GPA's of 2:00 or higher are 
excessive compared to most majors. Specifically, at the ^nd of the Fall 
1973 term the following had more than 25% of their transfer students with 
less than 2.00 averages: Computer Science, Business, and Agriculture at 
UF; Biological Studies at USF; and Biological Studies, Engineering, 
Mathematics, and Physical Science at FTU. While the comparatively high 
percentage of students failing to attain 2.00 averages in these majors may 
be more related to the difficulty of the majors than to any problem related 
to articulation, it is recommended that the universities involved study 

» 

this problem more fully to determine what factors seem to be operating. 

As was indicated in previous studies, low correlations were found for 
grade point averages attained in the various universities and the transfer 
students' Florida Twelfth Grade Test scores. This confirms thatthe policy 
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of admitting transfer students without regard to test scores on completion 

of their associate degree is academically sound. Should it be necessary . _ 

to implejnent procedures to conform to enrollment quotas^ it will be necessary 

to use other criteria. 

The Florida Board of Regents Student Data Course File was established 
■ < / 

as a part of a management information system for use by the Division of ^ 

Universities. The use of the Florida Board of Regents §tudent Data Course / 

File as a source of data for a feedback system to Florida comnunity colleges 

can provide very useful data not only to the community colleges but also 

to the Division of Universities, the Division of Community Colleges, and to 

the universities themselves. However, some of the , data elements are presently 

inaccurate due to readmission procedures in the .universities. Specifically, . 

some ve^y important information is being lost through the readmission 

processes. Thi"s problem was manifested to the greatest pxtent in information- 

on transfer students who were in post-baccalaureate programs. Therefore, ^ 

it is recommended that each university examine its procedure for collecting 

data required for the Student D^ita tourse File in order to insure that 

accurate and complete data are reported. 

Finally, it is recommended that the Division of Community Colleges 

continue the reporting of these data to the comnunityl col leges. These 

reports should be examined to determine possible articulation problems, 

and where these problems exist, universities and comnunity colleges should 

work together to solve them. The student is the focal 'point of the 

problem but should not suffer from policies that arertot his personal 

responsibilities. " / . ' ■ 
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TRANSFER STUDENTS AT FLORIDA A & M UNIVERSITY 
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TRANSFER STUDENTS AT FLORIDA A & M WIVERSm . . 

♦ • ■ 

About 100 transfer students entered Florida A & N University In 
September 1973. Many of them came from universities In ihd out of FTorlda.' 
Others came from public junior colleges In Florida before and after re- 
ceiving the AA degree* By and large, attrition took Its toll during the 
year. However, the records yielded 50 transfers from public junior 
colleges* In Florida who survived the first threft quarters of the 1973-74 ' 
term as juniors. These persons became the subjects of this study, which 
was concerned with how well they faired academically at FAHU. « 

' The small number included in the sample raises the Conventional 
questions about the validity of results for subgroups in a study of this 
kind. However, from just a casual glance, in many instances, the results 
frequently appear to have face validity; therefore, they are often fairly 
suggestive of what would be obtained If the subgroups were desirably larger. 
Table A-1 discloses the junior college of origin and sex of the transfers. 

It may be seen in Table A-1 that 27 (54X) of the transfers were 
female and 23 (46%) were male. It Is to be noted, too, that there were 
no subject^ in this class from six of the 27 junior colleges. The six 
colleges are Daytona Beach, Lake-Sumter, Manatee, Okaloosa-Walton', South 
Florida, and St. Johns River." Thus, based on survival for three-quarters, 
the-index of attraciiwii for all of the public junior colleges was 1.8 
students per college. It was 2.4 for each of the coi;ieges sending transfers 
to FAMU. 
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TABLE A-l. 

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMU'S STATE 1973-74' AA TRANSFERS. 
BASED ON JUNIOR COLLEGE ORIGIN AND SEX 



"RiTi 



TSfaT 



Junior College 


No. 


Percent 


NO.- 


percent 


. NO. 


. Perc6r 


Brevard 






2 


100 


2 


100 


Broward 


4 
d 


lUU 






C 


inn 


Central Florida 


2 


67 


1 


33 


3 


100 


Chi pel a 


1 


25 


3 


, 75 


4 


100 


Edison * 


2 


100 




2 


100 


Florida Junloi* 


3 


75 


1 


25 


4 


100 


r ion da Keys 


T 
1 


1 nn 
1 UU 






1 


inn 


Gulf Coast 






3 


100 


3 


lOO 


Hillsborough 






2 


100 


2 


loa 


Indian River 


2 


40 


3 


60 


5 


100 


Lake City 








^ 100 


1 - 


100 


Miami-Dade 


4 


on 


1 






1 nn 

1 UU 


North Florida 






1 


100 


1 


100 


Palm Beach 


1 


100 




'50 


1 


100 


Pensacola 


1 


50. 


1 


2 


100 


Polk Conmunlty 


2 


67 


1 


33 


3 


100 


St. Petersburg 


1 


100 




100 


1 


100 


Santa Fe 






1 


1 


100 


Seminole 




» 


2 


100 


2 


100 


Tallahassee 


3 


100 






3 


100 


Valencia 


2 


100 






2 


100 



Sunmary 



27 



54 



23 



46 



50 



100 



Orte of the primary concerns of the entire Investigation Is the 
degree of success students experience once they transfer to the univer- 
sities. Traditionally, that outcome has been measured mainly by overall 
' grades. The mean CPA's earned during the junior college year -as female 
and male subgroups may be seen In Table A-2. 
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TABLE A-2 

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMU^S STATE 1973-74 AA TRANSFERS 
BASED ON SEX AND GPA 





V 






Sex 


number 


Percent 


Mean GPA 


Female 


27 


54 


2.42 


Male 


23 


46 


2.62 


Summary 


50 


100- 


2.52 





From Table A-2, it may be observed that the female subjects had a mean 
GPA of 2.42 and the male subjects, one of 2.62. The performance of neither 
group appeared to have suffered very much from the expected transfer shock. 
However, this phenomenon might have been indicated in a quarter-by-quarter 
analysis of grades. Table A-3 presents GPA frequencies by. interval. 



TABLE A-3. 

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMU'S STATE 1973-74 AA TRANSFERS, 
BASED ON GRADE-POINT AVERAGES AND HOURS EARNED AT FAMU 



Grade-Point Average 




Number 


Percent^ 


Mean Hours 


3.50 - 3.99 




4 


8 


44 


3.00 - 3.49 




9 


18 


47 


2.50 - 2.99 




10 


20 


49 


2.00 - 2.49 




17 


34 


44 


0.00 - 1.99 




10 


20 


44 


Suirma ry 




50 


100 


46 



50 

45 



As may be seen in Table A-3, the modal GPA for the group Is between 
2r00 - 2.49. However, ..ten students made GPA's between 0.00 - 1.99.- The 
highest GPA earned by a subject' wa's, 3.88, a male, and the lowest GPA earned 
was 1.28, a female. 

The average number of credit hours carried by the subjects was 46. 
However, it is to be noted that the 10 (2030 of those inaking less than a 
2.00 average carried the same number of hours as the 13 {Z6%) of thfi sub- 
jects earning at least a 3.00 average. The largest number of hours earned 

was 57, by a female, and the lowest number of hours earned was 30» by la male. 

_^ * 

Yet another view of the academic coping of transfer students is in 
terms of junior college of origin. An analysis of the 6PA performance of 
the transfers, based on college of origin, is presented in Table A-4. 

According to Table A-4, all but two of the 21 junior college subgroups 
represented made at least a 2.00 point average. However/ there was just one 
transfer in the FloridaKeys subgroup who earned a GPA 6f 1.91. There were 
five in the Miami-Dade subgroup who earned a GPA of 1.80. 
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TABLE, A-4 

DISTRIBUTION OF FAMU'S STATE 1973-74 AA TRANSFERS, 
BASED ON JUNIOR COLLEGE ORIGIN^ AND GPA 



Junior College. Number Percent Mean GPA 

Brevard- 2 4 2.94 

Broward , .2 4 , 3.30 

Central Florida $ 6 2.41 

Chipola 4 8 2.70 

Edison . ' 2 % 2.34 

Florida Junior 4 8 2.11 

Florida Keys 1 2 1.91 

Gulf Coast 3 6 .2,94 

Hillsborough . 2 4 - 3.27 

Indian River 5 10 2.29 

Lake City 1 2 2.34 ) 

Miami-Dade f 5. 10 1.80 / 

North Florida 1 - 2 2.30 ^ 

Palm Beach 1 ' 2 .3.13 

Pensaola 2 ^ 4 ' 3.45 

Polk Cormunity 3 6 2.16 

St. Petersburg 1 2 3.60 

Santa Fe 1 2 2.34 

Seminole 2 . 4 . 2.03 

Tallahassee 3 6 . 2.61 

Valencia 2 4 2.64 



Summary 


50 


IjOO 


2.52 
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SUMMARr AND CONCLUSIONS 

This was a limited study of 50 transfer students entering Florida 
A & M University in September 1973, from 21 public junior colleges in 
Florida. Twenty-seven {54%) of the subjects were female. Twenty- three 
(46%) were male. The GPA for all subjects was 2.52 during their junior 
.year at FAMU. Therefore, based on GPA, it appears that the performance 
of these students did not suffer the traditional transfer shock when junior 
college students move on to universities. \ 

The sex ratio of the transfers is to be noted. Being a land grant 
institution, FAMU probably should have more appeal to male prospects.^ 
This couldbe a problem of guidance, as is the fact thatj^it more junior 
college graduates are entering FAMU. ^^pf^urse, ther number of blacks 
entering any of the universities in the future/^ is likely to be quite limited ' 
until and unless they are served more effectively, careerwise, by elementary 
and secondary schools and the junior colleges, generally. 

'Blacks, for example, constitute about 15 percent of the college age 
youth in Florida. Even so, only about 11,503 or 9,3 percent of the public 
junior college enrollment in Fall 1973, were blacks. Only 7,552 or 8.5 percent 
of ' the State University System were non-whites. This number included the 

0 

4,417 students at Florida A & M University. 



'Department of Education, Division of Conwunity Colleges, Tallahassee, 
Florida, "Articulation Study Report 1973." - 

According to this studyl 66% of transfers entering the University of 
Florida* Fall 1971, were male and 34% Were female. (UF is a predominately 
white land-grant institution in Florida.) Sixty-four percent of the trarfs- 
fers entering the other institutions of the SU^ in 1971, were male and 36% 
were female, pp.8. 

^Board of Regents, "A Plan for Equalizing Educational Opportunity in the 
State University System of Florida," June 5, 1973, (mimeographed). 
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Anticipatory and realistic guidance services coimensurate with the , 
diversity, size, and complexity ot the task of preparation for college will 
be needed for those with thls^aspiration. Until current standards of admission 
and achievement are changed, blacks should recognize that career education for 
them requires the same kind of long-range, meticulous preparation for college 
as it does for those who become clerks, key punch operators, secretaries, - 
mechanics, etc., More specifically and probably^ for the first time they will • 
have to be served by much more relevant guidance systems of (1) early 
identification, ("2) mastering developmental tasks, {3) motivation, (4) 



iftformation, and (5) financial aid. 
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ACADEMIC SUCCESS OF STUDENTS OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE ORIGIN 
IN POST-BACCALAUREATE STUDIES 
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ACADEMIC SUCCESS OF STUDENTS OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE ORIGIN' 
* • IN POST-BACCALAUREATE STUDIES 

' * • . 

Table B-1 presents information on post«-bacca1 aureate students of 
community col lege, origin as indicated by the data base. 

However, these data were not considered as representative of some 
universities as they lose these kinds of data in their readmission process. 
However, some universities do retain college of origin data through re- 
admissions and some inferences can be made. 

The table shows enrpllment by sex for each university by number 
(x:ount), percentage SUS males and females (ROW PCT*S), percentage male and 
percentage female for university (COL PCT*S) and percentage of the SUS total 
(TOT PCT). ^ 

y ^ ' 

In 1973, 799 students of comnunity collegia origin jvere reported in 
post«-bacoa1a^eate programs in Florida univer'slties. This was an increase 
of 102 students since 1971. Male students Comprised 65.2% of this 799. THe 
university of Florida had the highest percentage (35.5%) of the 278 female 
total as well as the highest percentage of the SUS total. 

Table B-2 shows GPA-s attained in each university of post-baccalaureate 
students of community college origin. ^ . 

Attainment of 3.00 GPA is necessary to maintain academic good stand- 
ing in graduate schools. The percentage of students with 3.00 or higher 
GPA's was 67.4, a 8.6% decrease since Fall 1971. ^ ^ 

However, as shown in Table B-1, these data do not include all students 
of coimunity college origin. Students who interrupted their education, perhap 
after completion of their baccalaureate degree, are not included for some 
universities, , . 
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TKSLE B-1 

<2ASSIFICAIEICN OF POS^BRCCMNJBE^ STUDQIIS CF jOOfMUny CDLEEGE ORIGIN BY SEX 

^ NUD SENIOR INSUTlUnCN 



SEX 




' U F 


FSU 


USF 


FAU 


FTU 


UWF 


FlU 


UNF 


SUS 


HALE 


COUNT 


227 


6 


22 




12 


126 


15 


. 8 


521 




ROW PCT 




1 .2 


1».2 


2Q.2 


2.3 


24.2 


2.9 


1.5 






COL PCT 


80.2 


85.7 


'♦3.1 


53.0 


60.0, 


63.0 


55.6 


61 .5 






TOT PCT 


28. i» 


0.& 


2.8 


13.1 


1.5 


15.8 


1.9' 


1.0 


65,2 


FEMALE 


COUNT 


. 56 


1 


29 


93 


8 


74 


12 


5 


278 




ROW PCT 


20.1 


o.i» 




33.5 


2.9 


. 26.6 


4.3 


1.8 






COL PCT 


19.8 


1'».3 


56.9 


47.0 


40.0 


37,0 


44.4 


38.5. 






TOT PCT 


7.0 


0.1, 


3.6^ 


11.6 


1.0 


9.3 


1.5 

> 


0.6 


34.8 


COLUMN 




283 


7 


51 


198' 


20 


200 


27 


13 


799 


TOTAL 




35.^ 


0.9 


6.i» 


24.8 


2;5 


25.0 


3.4 


- 1.6 


100.0 



6 
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TABLE B-2 

CLASSIFICATION OF POST-BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE ORIGIN BY 
GRADE POINT AVERAGE AND SENIOR INSTITUTION 



: . L 

Count ■ . 

Row PCT ' 



.Col PCT 
Tot PCT 


U F 


FSU 


USF 


FAU 


FTU 


UWF 


FlU 


UNF 


SUS 


GPA * 










- 










0.00-0.49 


13 


2 


23 


1 


0 


3 


0 


0 


42 




31 .0 


A n 

4.8 


54.8 


2.4 


0.0 


7.1 


0.0 


0.0 






4.6 


28. 6 


45.1 , 


0.5 


0.0 


1.& 


O.Oi 


0.0 








0.3- 


3.0 


0.1 


0.0 


0.4 


• o.d 


0^0 


5.4 


1 .00-1 .49 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0\ 


0 


2 




100.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


0.0 


o.oV 


A^o 






0.7 


0.0 


0.0 
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* No cases were found in the .50 to .99 category. 
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There may be ^ome bias 1n these data even when taken as a sample. 
Obviously^ reporting by the universities should be more complete In order 
to enhance the usefulness of these data. Perhaps the best use of these 
data, if not the only valid use, is for demonstrating/the weakness in the 
data system. 

Table B-3 shows post-bacca laureate transfer students' community 
colleges of origin and senior institutions. 

Of the 799 post-baccalaureate students in the SUS, 20.5% attended 
Miami-Dade Community College. Pensacola Junior' Col lege was attended by 
14.3% and Broward Community College by 10.9%. Eight community colleges 
>rfere listed as each providing less than 1% of the post-baccalaureate students. 

OF had post-baccalaureate students representing 25 of the 27 comnunity 
colleges. In contrast, FIU and UNF each had post^baccal aureate students from 
only 3 ctommunl^ty colleges. 

Table B-4 indicates the number and percentage of post-baccalaureate 
students of community college origin enrolled in each-major for each of the^J^/ 
universities. It can be observed that UP had the largest percentage of 
such students in Social Science-, Education, and Engineering 1n that order. 
The rest of the students at UF enrolled 1n a very broad spectrum of programs. 
Education received the majority of post-baccal aureate students at USF, FAU, FTU, 
and UWF. At FlU and UNF, the post-baccalaureate students were fairly evenly 
divided between Business and Education. While UF had the widest distribution 
of post-baccal Aureate students, USF, FAU, and UWF had students in 8 or 9 majors 
each. 

In suninary, post-baccalaureate students of community college origin were 

found to have enro^lled in a wide variety of programs. UNIVERSITY OF CALIF. 
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